
Many years ago I observed the
Mobiliers Safety-Mike sales ads in

QST Journal which only appeared a few
times and usually wondered who was
behind “The Headset Before its Time.”

I was pleasantly surprised by the courtesy
and assistance of two Coshocton Hams,
N8VV Dan getting my request into motion
and Steve AA8BN presenting me the data
from  the local Coshocton County
Genealogical Society. 

Forrest E. Hothem W8OVJ owned and
operated a local small business in the
beginning out of his basement in
Coshocton.  Mr. Hothem, a pilot and
business man developed this much needed
product that was light weight. It was
designed, patented and manufactured by
his small company beginning in 1960, with
assistance from family and local help. 

“For Hands Free” communication while
flying and driving. For aviation, Public
safety, Amateur and CB. There was also a
version made for the Communic-Aid
Company used by Laryngectomees to
increase voice volume.

This Mobilier product was well received and advanced to aviation use. Lafayette Radio and Electronics
offered this item also in their mail order catalogs. Sales were interstate and international to Canada,
Japan, Brazil and Australia. Sadly the product was phased out in 1978 after a good run and the local
Richard Downing Airport became Forrest’s third base.  (last stop before home) Mr. Hothem (W8OVJ)
expired in 1983.  Survived by wife Jean; son Robert and brother Robert Hothem of Brownsville TX.
We thank W8CCA Coshocton County Amateur Radio Assn., in appreciation for their generosity
helping write this article.  Coshocton has been radio active for a very long time!
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